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Long Island Now

Vets start Montauk-to-Ground Zero

walk

1,48 PM By Erin Geismar

Christopher Delaney responded to the scene of

the World Trade Center on Sept. 12, 2011.

signs offering hope and encouragement.

civilian at the time who later enlisted in the Coast Guard and served in the Irag War.

“They were out there 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, and it was just a very great feeling
of support,” said Lindenhurst's Delaney, a

Sitting in a van with responders from all over the
world as they were taken to the wreckage, he
looked out the window to see hundreds of
people lining the West Side Highway holding up

On the 11th anniversary of the attacks, Delaney wants to regain some of that feeling of unity and
support. At 8:46 a.m., the time at which the first plane crashed into Tower One, Delaney and two

fellow veterans set off on foot from Montauk Point Lighthouse to Ground Zero.

"What | don't like is how the country has fallen complacent,” said Delaney, who is also president of

the support group 9-1-1 Veterans. “l would love to get that unity back. We're walking, I'd love to

see as many people on the roads waving their flags just like the West Side Highway.”

They estimate the 148-mile Hope & Strength Walk will take them between 36 and 48 hours. Every
10 miles, they will stop to greet anyone who may be gathered to cheer them on. (Check here for

how to find them.)

On Thursday, they plan to pay their respects at the memorial for those lost during and after the

attacks; primarily, United States Coast Guard veteran Christopher Pupo.

Pupo. of upstate Tappan, was a NYPD officer who responded to the World Trade Center and

credited 9/11 with his decision to join the Coast Guard. He served in Iraq, alongside Delaney, from

2009 to 2010 when, according to Delaney, he had already begun to feel sick. Later, he was
diagnosed with cancer of the esophagus, a result of working at the World Trade Center.

In June, Pupo, 39, succumbed to the disease, leaving behind his wife, and three daughters, ages

8, 8, and 11.
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